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‘Apple was ashamed becauseDISCOUNT
FLIGHTS AND 
HOLIDAYS
Bring us a competitor’s quote & if it’s available,

WE WILL BEAT IT!▼

▼Based on Australian registered businesses & websites. *Travel restrictions & 
conditions apply. Please ask us for further details. Prices & taxes are correct as at 14 
Jul 05 & are subject to change without notice. Prices are per person & are subject 
to availability. Accommodation (if included) is based on twin share unless otherwise 
stated. Seasonal surcharges may apply depending on date of travel. Additional levies, 
government charges & other applicable fees may apply & are beyond our control. 
Additional taxes specif ic to your f light routing may apply (where airfare is included). 
Payments made by credit card will incur a surcharge. Service charges of $10 per one 
way Domestic airfare & $15 per one way Trans-Tasman airfare apply to in-store & 
telephone bookings. ^Mid week Mini fares are available for travel on Tuesdays & 
Wednesdays only. FROM SYDNEY Lic No. 2TA002719. 

Take off with any of these
deals & land points that
are as good as cash.

Join RewardPass today at www.rewardpass.com.au

✆1300 657 578
www.flightcentre.com.au

USA AIRFARES
WEST COAST RETURN FROM

$1169*

Los Angeles, San Francisco or Las Vegas.
East Coast return from $1259* to New York or Boston.

PLUS many more destinations...

Flights

OUR PRICES INCLUDE 
AIRFARE TAXES, FEES & CHARGES.

GOLD COAST ONE WAY FROM $69*

GOLD COAST FROM $219*

INCLUDES return airfare & 3 nights accommodation. 
ADD extra nights from $27*.

QUEENSTOWN 
FLY/DRIVE/STAY/SKI FROM $885*

INCLUDES return airfare to Christchurch, 5 nights 
accommodation, 5 days car hire including unlimited kms, 
insurance, ski racks & snow chains & a 3 day ski lift pass.

PORT DOUGLAS 
5-STAR FROM $625*

INCLUDES return airfare & 3 nights 
Bungalow accommodation.

BRISBANE ONE WAY FROM $75*
^

SUNSHINE COAST ONE WAY FROM $79*

ADELAIDE ONE WAY FROM $115*
^

CAIRNS ONE WAY FROM $149*

PERTH ONE WAY FROM $199*
^

AUCKLAND ONE WAY FROM $229*

SHANGHAI RETURN FROM $1029*

LONDON RETURN FROM $1599*

ROME RETURN FROM $1615*

Holidays & Packages

ROUND THE WORLD FROM $1949*

KUALA LUMPUR RETURN FROM $939*

HURRY OFFER ENDS TODAY!

MELBOURNE SHOPPING
FROM

$345*

INCLUDES return Qantas airfare, 3 nights accommodation 
& a shopping bag filled with great guides & discounts.

MARGARET RIVER FROM $739*

INCLUDES return Qantas airfare to Perth, 3 days car hire 
& 2 nights accommodation in Margaret River.

BALI 6 NIGHTS FROM $829*

INCLUDES return airfare, 6 nights accommodation 
& FREE breakfast daily. ADD extra nights from $12*.

OPEN SUNDAYS

BANGKOK FROM $979*

INCLUDES return airfare, 4 nights accommodation for the 
price of 3, early check-in, breakfast daily, return transfers 
& a City & Temples Tour.

This little girl’s
life has changed
forever thanks to
Aussie surgeons

Saviours: Dr Michael McGlynn and Dr Peter Haertsch review Apple Hallazgo after her surgery

By SARAH RHODES

THIS time last week, Apple
Hallazgo rarely spokeandwas
too frightened to go to school.

Teased by her classmates
because she was born with a
cleft palate, the 10-year-old
faced a bleak future living in
a small village on the Philip-
pine island of Mindanao.

But six days ago, a visiting
team of Australian doctors —
including two leading Sydney
plastic surgeons —performed
the relatively simple operat-
ion that will change her life.

Apple’s schoolteacher, Mary
Ann A-Abut, explained the
pain the little girl had to
endure in the playground.

‘‘Apple was ashamed be-
cause of her voice,’’ she said.
‘‘Her classmates teased her.’’
Eventually, Apple refused

to go to school. As she faced a
life of torment, her family
decided to do anything they
could to help find a cure for
her deformity.

With little money, they
travelled for four hours on
public transport and took
their place among a crowd
waiting outside the Northern
Mindanao Medical Centre.

Like all the other parents
seeking treatment for their
children with cleft lips and
palates or severe burns, they
waited in the hope that Apple
would be accepted for treat-

ment by the visiting Austral-
ian doctors.

The team — comprising
two surgeons, two anaesthe-
tists and a theatre nurse —
said later they had been over-
whelmed by the spirit shown
by local people.

‘‘They’re grateful — they’re
all saying thank you and
writing little notes,’’ Sydney
plastic surgeon Dr Michael
McGlynn said.

‘‘You really feel appreci-

ated. If they have a deform-
ity, no matter what you, as a
doctor do, they’ll be happy.’’

Dr McGlynn said that in
Australia, it was harder for
patients to appreciate ‘‘cos-
metic results’’ because of the
perception of beauty.

Dr Peter Haertsch, head of
plastic surgery at Sydney’s
ConcordHospital and director
of the NSW Burns Unit, said
something as simple as watch-
ing a child drink with a straw

for the first time was a won-
derful reward.

‘‘When you see a child sipp-
ing a drink with a straw, you
know you’ve had the desired
outcome,’’ Dr Haertsch said.

‘‘Youcan’t drinkwith a straw
if you have a cleft palate.’’
Dr Haertsch drives a Bent-

ley, but this display of wealth
belies his generous spirit.

Hehas givenupmany of his
holidays tomake 26 trips over-
seas to perform operations.

Net theft
alleged
A YOUNG Sydney
woman used the Inter-
net to steal $26,000 from
three bank accounts,
Parramatta Local Court
heard yesterday.

DefineYeter, 25, ofVil-
lawood, was accused of
transferring the money
into bank accounts be-
longing to herself and
her mother.

She admitted with-
drawingmore than $8000
in cash from the acc-
ounts, but said she gave
the money to her boy-
friend, police alleged.
Yeter was also acc-

used of using a fake
driver’s licence to lease
a hire car that was
never returned.

She was remanded to
Parramatta Local
Court tomorrow.

A plea for free-range pigs

Appalling: Intensive pig farming

By STEPHEN CORBY

SINCEtheconsumer-forced
introductionof free-rangeeggs,
theAussie fry-uphasbeena
slightlymoreguilt-free
experience.Butwhatabout that
baconontheplate?

BrianSherman, thedirector
ofanimal charityVoiceless,
thinkspeople shouldknowthat
more than90per centofpigs in
Australiaarebeing farmed in
conditions justasbadas, if not
worse than, those sufferedby
batteryhens.

‘‘Peopledon’t thinkabout it,
butpigsareat least as
intelligentasdogsandmore
sensitive thandogs,’’Mr
Shermansays.

‘‘Yet theyare intensively
farmed in these steel pensand
crates,oftenunable to take
evenonestep.’’

‘‘Theynever see sunlightand
never touch theearthbecause
they’reonconcreteor steel

floors. It’s terrible— theonly
time they seedaylight is on the
way to theabattoir.’’
MrShermansays intensive

pig farming isbeingcarriedon
behindaveil of secrecy.

‘Theydon’t likepeople
getting inand theydon’t like
photographsbeing taken,but

I’vebeen tooneof these farms
and itwasoneof the saddest
experiencesofmy life.

‘‘Once they’vegivenbirth, the
sowsaren’t evenable tomakea
nest for their young,whosuckle
onaconcrete floorwhile their
mothersare confinedbymetal
bars,’’headded.

MrSherman,whomoved to
Australia fromSouthAfrica in
1976, setupVoiceless last year
becausehe feels ‘‘anobligation to
thosevoicelessbeingsout there’’.

Thecharity isnowoffering
$100,000 ingrants for schemes
aimedathelpingAustralian
animals escapeabuse.

‘‘It’shappenedwitheggs. It
canbedoneagain,andpigsare
incircumstancesasbad
as, if notworse than,battery
hens,’’MrShermansays.

‘‘It’shappeningonourwatch.
Futuregenerationswill look
back indisbelief thatwe let
such thingshappen.’’
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of her voice. Her classmates teased her’

‘‘It’s a whole sea change,’’ Dr
Haertsch said. ‘‘We’re able to oper-
ate on many more patients here
because conditions are different.

‘‘I did five patients today. I
wouldn’t do that many at home.’’
But for every child the surg-

eons help, many are turned away.
The team members face the dis-
heartening prospect of simply
not having enough time and re-
sources to treat all those who
come seeking their assistance.

Themedics are also aware that,
as recently as 20 years ago in this
region, childrenwith cleft palates
were treated as outcasts who had
been ‘‘touched by a devil’’.

Apple’s cleft palate made it
almost impossible for her to
speak properly or eat solid food.

By grade two, Apple had become
too ashamed to face her peers and
refused to go to school. Yet even
with the operation behindher, she
faces many challenges.
Apple’s aunt, Teresita Bacon-

guis, told The Sunday Telegraph
that ongoing speech therapy
would be difficult.

‘‘She is 10 already,’’ Mrs Bacon-
guis said. ‘‘Sheshouldhavehad the
operation when she was two or
three years old.

‘‘There is a speech therapist at
the Philippine Society of Mercy
Foundation, but it’s very far from
her village. Maybe she can go at
weekends or on public holidays.’’

When Australian surgeons be-
gan visiting this area in 1998, they
faced difficult operating condit-

ions, working in concrete-floored
theatres with flaking paint and
holes in the walls.

Joining Dr McGlynn and Dr
Haertsch on this visit are theatre
nurseDeeMcGlynn—whotravels
everywhere with her husband —
andanaesthetistsDrVernonMoo,
from Brisbane’s Princess Alexan-
dra Hospital and Dr Tony Kirk-
wood, fromOrange BaseHospital.

‘‘The operations we do are life-
changing. It enables them to be
normal children andhave a sense
of self-worth,’’ Dr Kirkwood said.
Prospective patients are given

health checks before being ass-
essed by the surgeons to ensure
they are healthy enough to en-
dure an operation.
The chosen ones spend the

night sleeping on stretchers
crammed into one of the hospi-
tal’s corridors. Their relatives,
who sleep beside them on plastic
chairs, are forced to bring their
own food because they can’t aff-
ord to buy from the hospital.

Many children who come for
treatment are burns victims who
have such severe injuries they
cannot move their arms away
from their bodies.

The incidence of cleft palates is
also higher in Asia than in Aust-
ralia, with one in 500 babies
suffering the deformity com-
pared to one in 700 here.

Apple made the four-hour re-
turn journey on public transport
to her village just one day after
her operation.

Her parents have little work
and four other children to care
for, but at least Apple’s future is
a little brighter.

‘‘Everyone is excited tohaveher
back. We missed her very much,’’
Apple’s best friend, Richelle, said.
‘‘She is thoughtful and kind.’’
Apple is looking forward to

returning to school next week for
the first time in two years.

Interplast is run by the Royal
Australasian College of Surgeons
in Melbourne, with funding pro-
vided by donations from charit-
able organisations such as Rot-
ary. To donate, call 03 9249 1231 or
e-mail interplast@surgeons.org

Sarah Rhodes travelled to the
Philippines courtesy of Interplast.

For more information visit www.rta.nsw.gov.au or call 13 22 13.For more information visit www.rta.nsw.gov.au or call 13 22 13.

Prohibited Vehicle ConditionProhibited Vehicle Condition
Getting your P-plates? From 11 July all new P-plate drivers will be restrictedGetting your P-plates? From 11 July all new P-plate drivers will be restricted 
from driving vehicles with engine performance modifications, high performancefrom driving vehicles with engine performance modifi cations, high performance 
six cylinder engines, eight or more cylinders and turbo-charged or super-chargedsix cylinder engines, eight or more cylinders and turbo-charged or super-charged 
engines (diesel exempt).engines (diesel exempt).

Passenger ConditionPassenger Condition
Lose your P-plates for a serious offence from 11 July, and when you’veLose your P-plates for a serious offence from 11 July, and when you’ve 
finished your disqualification period, you won’t be able to drive with morefi nished your disqualifi cation period, you won’t be able to drive with more 
than one passenger for 12 months. The new vehicle restrictions will alsothan one passenger for 12 months. The new vehicle restrictions will also 
apply to you.apply to you.

FROM 11 JULY 2005 NEW CONDITIONSFROM 11 JULY 2005 NEW CONDITIONS 
WILL APPLY TO NEWWILL APPLY TO NEW -- LATE DRIVERS.   LATE DRIVERS.
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Brighter
future: Apple
with sibling
Jhinges (left)
and friends
Richelle Jalo
and Joclene
Obomio
(above), and
Princess
Ladao on the
operating
table waiting
for surgeon
Michael
McGlynn
to operate

Pictures:
Sarah
Rhodes


